
Medicare Breach in 2026    

 

 

The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) discovered a breach with 

some beneficiaries’ Medicare numbers.  Approximately 1 million 500 thousand 

beneficiaries were sent a letter from the Dept of Health and Human Services 

informing them of the breach. CMS issued new Medicare cards with new 

Medicare numbers to those effected individuals.   Beneficiaries in the breach were 

informed to continue using their present card until June 17, 2026.  Then as of June 

17, 2026, they are to use the new card and number and destroy the old card.  

They need to let their providers (doctors, labs, imaging centers, etc.) know they 

have a new Medicare Number.  (See letter on next page.)  This letter is NOT a 

scam.  Please take it seriously.  Also, continue checking your MSN (Medicare 

Summary Notices) to make sure you have not been charged for medical services 

you did not receive.  Remember that effective January 1, 2026, these notices 

started coming only every 6 months instead of quarterly. 

If you did not receive such a letter, it was determined that your number was NOT 

breached.  However, it is always important to stay vigilant and review your 

summary notices when it comes in the mail or online if you if you opted that 

manner of communication.   

 

You can report a scam by contacting Medicare at 1-800-633-4227 or SMP (Senior 

Medicare Patrol) at 1-866-836-7677. 

 

 



 

 



 

 


